
Other interests include hiking, 
chess, computers, and reading in 
history, biography, and murder mys-
teries. For over ten years I enjoyed 
membership in Rotary International 
and hope to see a return to that.  

This brief biography  would be 
incomplete without noting my major  
intellectual influences and continu-
ing guides: Augustine of Hippo, Cice-
ro, Boethius, Cranmer (and the Book 
of Common Prayer), Richard Baxter 
of Kidderminster, John Newton of 
Olney, J. C. Ryle of Liverpool, George 
MacDonald, John Stott, J. I. Packer, 
William Barclay, and Donald Bloesch. 
Front and center I place C. S. Lewis, 
who continues to be my primary in-
fluence and continual recourse for 
wisdom, passion, hope and joy. 

Family Life events 
upcoming this fall

Rev. Kevin Cook
Assistant Pastor

   

This Fall, St. Peter’s Family 
Life Ministries will host a monthly 
event to strengthen families, par-
ticularly through parenting and 
marriages. Mark your calendar for 
Sept. 7, Oct. 12, and Nov. 16-17! 

Parents’ Night Out – Sept. 7 
On Fri. Sept. 7, drop your kids off at 
St. Peter’s after 5:30 p.m. and we’ll 
take care of them so you can have a 
night out! Register now at stpeters-
bhm.org (limited spaces available). 

Parenting Workshop – Oct. 12 
“Anxiety” with Jenn Ervin 

Understanding how anxiety im-
pacts you and your child spiritually, 
physically and relationally. Our goal 
is that you walk away with practi-
cal tools to use in your homes, rela-
tionships, and school/work. 

Marriage Retreat – Nov. 16-17 
“Common Ground: Following God To-
ward Togetherness with Your Spouse” 

with Gordon Bals 
Do you and your spouse stand on 
rocky or common ground? Do you 
enjoy togetherness that makes nav-
igating the world life-giving? Mar-
ital struggles can turn you toward 
the Lord where he guides you to rest 
and togetherness with your spouse. 
This retreat will help you step into 
healthy patterns of relating to God 
and each other, appreciate how a 
husband and wife uniquely bring 
togetherness, and understand how 
a life-giving marriage leads to effec-
tive teamwork as parents. 

The beauty of ordinary time
Continued from page 3

  4                                            July - August, 2018

St. Peter’s Anglican Church
3207 Montevallo Road

Mountain Brook, AL 35223

What’s Inside?

1 - Meet Father Brad 
Wilson

2 - Special Pastoral 
Intervention

  - Timothy Corner 
update: Josh Steele

3 - The beauty of 
ordinary time
  
  - What is the pur-
pose of minor feasts?

4 - Upcoming fall 
Family Life events

Do you have a testimo-
ny or article you would 
like to submit for the 
newsletter? Send it to 

Anna Russell at annar@
stpetersbhm.org. 

Sunday 
August 26 

2018

Introducing Father Brad Wilson,
our new friend and interim rector 

Rev. Brad Wilson
Interim Rector

I have been asked to write a brief 
introduction on my life—and I am 
glad to do so, since it has been a life 
both good and blessed.  

My entire childhood was enjoyed 
in Wichita, Kansas, where I grew up 
in the most idyllic Leave-It-to-Bea-
ver household imaginable. An older 
brother and sister made for a child-
hood both protected and challeng-
ing. In high school an unanticipated 
interest in academics emerged. Liter-
ature and history became a glorious 
love affair then and since.  

My conversion to Christiani-
ty and return to the church, after 
a brief season of agnosticism, oc-
curred early in my college years at 
the University of Kansas and later 
evolved into a call to the (Episcopal) 

priesthood. Switching from business 
to classics as a major, I prepared for 
my life’s work by graduating with an 
A.B. in Classical Antiquities from the 
University of Kansas (1974).  

After a brief stint as a chemist at 
a family-owned paint manufactur-
ing company, I studied theology and 
pastoral ministry at Trinity College, 
Bristol, England, and obtained a M. 
Div. from Seabury-Western Theolog-
ical Seminary, Evanston, IL (1980). 
Some readers may be familiar with 
my tutor at Trinity: Dr. J. I. Packer.  

Since ordination in June 1980, I 
have served parishes in Salem, Ore-
gon; Montgomery, Alabama; Union-
town and Fox Chapel, Pennsylvania.  

I left Fox Chapel to pursue a Ph.D. 
in philosophy at Duquesne Universi-
ty in Pittsburgh, but family health 
issues forced us to seek a warmer cli-

Rev. Brad with his wife Carol. Photo courtesy of Brad Wilson.

ding day, anniversaries, and the birth 
of their children (although these are 
important to their relationship); 
they grow through their daily con-
nection with one another, through 
the ordinary things like conversa-
tion, sharing meals, and even chores.  

Similarly, we the Church, Christ’s 
Bride, grow closer to our Bridegroom 
in the ordinary time while also rec-

ognizing the importance and signifi-
cance of the “extraordinary time.” 

It is in this time that God con-
tinues to shape us through his Word 
and Sacrament. In the everyday, in 
the non-eventful times, we still need 
Jesus Christ; we still must cling to 
him for our salvation and our sanc-
tification.  Because of the Holy Spirit 
who dwells in us, no day is truly ordi-
nary. Each day is a day we are called 
to relationship with the Triune God. Continued on page 4

mate and Columbia, SC fit that bill! 
USC proved to be problematic, so I 
left that pursuit and fell, almost by 
accident, into serving as an interim. 
Since then I have served with great 
joy and blessing five SC parishes.

My wife Carol exercises a passion 
for gardening and teaches a neigh-
borhood Bible study. Our two elder 
girls have families in Atlanta and 
Dalton, GA, and our son Chris enjoys  
a teaching career in West Virginia. 

Overlapping with the above 
ministries I am working toward the 
re-publication of Richard Baxter’s 
A Christian Directory (1677), possi-
bly the greatest Christian book ever 
written, apart from the Bible. 

Rev. Brad with Richard Baxter’s A Christian Directory, the book he works to republish.  
Photo courtesy of Brad Wilson.

Meet Father Brad Wilson
Continued from page 1



Christ’s victory in special pastoral intervention
Fred Senko

Worship Minister

As three-streams Anglicans, we 
believe the gifts and empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit are real and avail-
able to Christians today. Along with 
that, we believe the spiritual forces 
of evil are every bit as real. As St. 
Paul said, “we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against the rul-
ers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly places.” 

This is why the ACNA has The 
Society for Special Pastoral Inter-
vention. Our churches—and espe-
cially our clergy—need assistance 
in handling situations in which the 

Timothy Wall Update: Josh Steele
Rev. Dcn. Josh Steele

Greetings from the Steeles!  
I’ll start with the biggest news: 

now there are three of us! On Fri-
day, July 20, 2018, our daughter, Eva 
Joy Steele, was born. We might be 
biased, but she’s the most beautiful 
and gifted baby in the entire world.  

Right now we’re enjoying spend-
ing as much time as possible with 
Eva before I start my second year 
of Ph.D. coursework this fall. I sur-
vived year one, including passing 
German and French translation ex-
ams and getting my dissertation 
proposal approved (“Scriptural, but 
Not Religious: Karl Barth, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, and a Biblical Critique 
of Religion”). Just one more year of 
coursework, and then however long 
it takes to finish writing the disser-
tation. I’m hoping to finish in 2021. 

Later this fall, Rachel will return 
to work as a Family Nurse Practi-
tioner [FNP]. Over the past year, 

she’s enjoyed working as the first 
FNP to be hired at her doctor’s office. 
She sees patients of all ages and, con-
veniently enough, works with Eva’s 
pediatrician! Judging by the rave 
reviews she’s received from both pa-
tients and colleagues, she’s putting 
her UAB master’s degree to good use. 

Although we miss y’all at St. Pe-
ter’s, we’re thankful God has provid-
ed us another loving church family 
at Church of the Savior in Wheaton, 
IL. About once a month  we serve to-
gether on the worship team. Rachel 
also regularly serves in the children’s 
ministry. On my end, I’m going for 
the Swiss-Army-knife-deacon vibe, 
helping with whatever is neces-
sary—from assisting with the youth 
group, to managing the website, to 
bringing shut-ins Holy Communion. 

Looking back over the past year 
since we left Birmingham, we’re 
both overwhelmed by how faithful 
God has been to provide us with ev-
erything from a great apartment to 

battle against spiritual forces of evil 
becomes especially manifest. So the 
Society assists ACNA pastors and 
churches in the ministry of exorcism. 

On July 31 through Aug. 2, the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Pelham hosted a conference of The 
Society. For two and a half days we 
worshipped together, ate together, 
fellowshipped together, and learned 
about various aspects of the minis-
try of deliverance and exorcism. 

There were sessions on biblical 
teachings related to demons, exor-
cism in church history, and various 
modes of demonic activity or attack. 
There were practical sessions about 
navigating the relationship between 
mental health concerns and spiritual 
concerns, how exorcism ministry is 

typically done in a Roman Catholic 
context, and simply how to prepare 
a team of people to participate and 
assist in deliverance ministry. 

As Christians we are charged 
with doing our part to spread the 
kingdom of God: the reign of Jesus as 
king in people’s lives and the world. 
Our churches and clergy must be as 
prepared as possible to proclaim the 
victorious reign of Jesus over against 
every stronghold of Satan. 

So please join me in praying for 
The Society for Special Pastoral In-
tervention: that God would guide 
and bless the work of its president, 
council, and members, so that his 
will might be done in bringing light 
where there is darkness and liberty 
to the captives and the oppressed.

Continued on page 4

The Christian year calendar. All the sections in green represent Ordinary Time. 

Josh, Rachel, and Eva at Eva’s first trip to 
church. Photo courtesy of Josh Steele. 

a healthy daughter. All this after he 
provided for us for four years in Al-
abama, in no small part through St. 
Peter’s. God is good! 

If you think of us, please pray 
that God would give Rachel and me 
the strength and wisdom we need to 
be good parents, and that Eva would 
grow up to be a faithful woman of 
God. Please also pray that God would 
grant me the energy  I need to finish 
my dissertation quickly. 

We love and miss you all! 
-Josh, Rachel, and Eva Steele 
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Rebecca Graber
Intern

What do you think when you 
hear the word “ordinary”? Perhaps 
you think of the boring, normal, or 
familiar. Yet the ordinary—the rou-
tine, humdrum parts of life—can be 
some of the most impactful. We are 
just so used to these things that we 
often don’t recognize this.  

The Church understands  God is a 
part of all aspects of our lives, includ-
ing the ordinary and mundane. We 
even have a portion of our Church 
calendar called “Ordinary Time.” This 
time occurs between Epiphany and 
Ash Wednesday, and between Pente-
cost and Advent. Green is the liturgi-
cal color for Ordinary Time. 

This season contrasts with the 
seasons of Advent, Lent, and Christ-
mas, when we celebrate “the specific, 

Beauty in the ordinary time

What is the purpose 
of minor feast days?

Andrew Russell
Intern

Have you ever wondered why 
we sometimes say an extra prayer 
about a certain person on Sundays? 
Or why the colors change, even if 
we aren’t in a new church season? 
Why should we remember the 
saints who have gone before us? 

These special days on the 
church calendar are called “minor 
feasts”—as opposed to the major 
feasts of Christmas, Easter, Pen-
tecost, etc. They are days for us to 
remember the great men and wom-
en of God who have gone before us, 
and to ask God to give us grace to 
follow their examples of faith, love, 
and gospel proclamation. 

Is it idolatry to remember and 
celebrate human beings? Abso-
lutely not! We do not worship the 
saints; We remember all they did 
for God and his people and honor 
their faithful service to Christ. 

We usually celebrate saints on 
the day of their deaths. As Psalm 
116:15 says, “Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his 
saints.” This goes back to the an-
cient church as they saw the day of 
a saint’s death as a kind of “birth-
day” to go to be with God forever. 

For martyred saints we use red 
as our liturgical color. Otherwise 
we use white. We also pray a special 
collect and mention them in the 
prayers in the Eucharistic liturgy. 

Making these small changes 
helps us honor our brothers and 
sisters who have “fought the good 
fight” and “finished the race” (2 
Tim. 4:7). May these days of cele-
bration prompt us to praise God for 
his work in their lives and spur us  
to similar faithfulness.

historic, supernatural acts of God in 
history that result in the salvation of 
creatures and creation” (Webber, An-
cient Future Time).  

While ordinary time may not 
recall specific saving acts of God in 
history, it does recognize that God’s 
saving acts continue to break forth 
into our lives everyday through the 
working of the Holy Spirit.  

In ordinary time, we continue to 
celebrate the death and resurrection 
of Jesus every Sunday through the 
preaching of God’s Word and the cel-
ebration of Holy Communion. This is 
also a time when pastors may decide 
to preach through a book of Scripture 
for the edification of the Church.  

To better understand Ordinary 
Time, think of a meaningful mar-
riage. A couple does not only grow 
during special events like their wed-
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