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Defined by the Gospel

Pastor Bryan White of St. Peter’s discusses
imperfection, full and lasting joy, and wearing
his hair down to his shoulders.
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rowing up in Virginia
Beach, Virginia, attending
anEpiscopal churchwith
his parents and sister,
Bryan White committed his life to Christ
through thepopular YoungLife ministry.
Asearlyasjuniorhighschool, Bryan
“heard and responded tothegospel.”
He attended the University of Virginia
majoring in religiousstudiesand was
mentored by noneotherthanthe Rev.
Paul Walker, who had recently arrived
from downtown Birmingham’s Church
ofthe Advent. Bryan was ordained in
2011in the Anglican Church of North
America and then moved to ®xford,
England, to serve at St. Ebbe’s church.
Fast forward afewyearsand Father
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Bryan feund himselfasActing Senior
Pastorat HopePointe Anglican Church
near Houston where he was serving when
called to Birmingham to lead Saint Peter’s.

Howlong haveyoubeen serving atSt.
Peter’s? [ came here inthe beginning of
December after a four-monthsearch for
their new Senior Pastor.

Tell us about your family. My wife
Lauringrewup here in Birminghamand
owns her owninteriordesignand
renovation company. We have a son,
Tucker,whojust turned one. We're
obviouslybiased, butwethinkhe'sthe
cutestboyintheworld.

How would you describe St. Peter’s?
We’re apeopledefined bythegospel, or
asithasbeensaid:thefactthatwe're

more brokenand flawed than we ever dared
believe,and yet at the same time we are more
loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever
daredhope. This simply means we’re an
imperfectand yetjoyful group of people united
inourcommon love for Jesus. Something
unique to St. Peter’s is our size. While no church
size is better than others, we've found being
under 200 people provides a very strong sense
of community. It'sthereason we use the
language of “churchfamily.” Everyone has a
meaningfulrole. We’re alsoblessed with abroad
age profile, ranging from the very young toa
portion of people who are in retirement.
Whatdo you enjoy the most about your role?
Beingapriestallows me towalkwithboth
Christian and non- Christian friends through
the deeper questions of life; the sort we think
ofasourhead hits the pillow at night: “Is
there reallya purpose to my life? Whatreally
matters? Does God actually exist?” Christianity
has alot tosayaboutthese questions, and more.
Whatis thehardestpart about being a priest?
Mo one’s jobis easy. 1 dothink, though, that
clergy face aunique challenge ofknowing just
how much sufferingpeoplegothrough, private-
ly. Wherever we go, whether itbe a restaurant
or movie theater, we're conscious thatanumber
of the people there could be in the middle of
serious health problems, strained marriages,
addictions, financialissues, or other hard-
shipstheymight nevertell theirfriends about.
Walking in that knowledge canbe hard, butit’s
alsoa privilege tobe invited intosome ofthe
most tenderareasof parishioners’lives.
Youlivedin Oxford, England, for twoyears,
serving with college students ata local church.
What was that like? A lot of people think the
higher you goin the ivory tower, the less likely
youare to find Bible-believing Christians.
While that maybe true insomeplaces, Iwas
surprised todiscover the numberofChristian
professors and studentsatOxford, one of the
most academically rigorous universities in the
world. These were thoughtful people persuaded
of Christianity’s truthfulnessand goodness.
Whatare some things you enjoy about beingin
MountainBrook? Mywifeandl have loved how
friendly peopleare. Weliketo eatdinnerin
Crestline Village and push our son around in
his stroller afterward. Everywhere we go,
people aresokind and quick tostrike up a
conversation. We alsolove Mountain Brook’s
natural beauty. The treesandrolling hills are
gorgeous, and looking off the hill wherewe live
makes me feellike 'mback in Charlottesville,
Virginia, one of my favorite places.
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What are some of the spiritual challenges we face in Mountain Brook?
The Scriptures say we'vebeen created tolookto Godfor our greatest
sense of joy, meaning, and identity. But generally speaking, the more
success someone’s had, the harder that becomes, and most of us in
Mountain Brook have been successful tovarying degrees. Thismeans
thatinstead of looking to God for these things, we're way more likely
to turn to our jobs, money, beauty, education, or otheralternatives.
It’s notthatall these are bad. They can be great. It's just that none of
themis strong enough to bear the weight of our deepest longings.

What is something most people don‘t know about you? I grewup
in Virginia Beach, where alot of teenagers spent their time skate-
boarding or out inthe ocean. Like a lot of my friends, I had hairdown
to my shoulders. My grandfather spent his career inthe Navy and
frequently reminded me he'd happily cut myhair for free!

Canyousharea favorite Bible verse? I've always loved what Psalm
16:11 saysabout God, “Youmake known to me the path of life; in your
presence, thereis fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
evermore.” So, we can find joy and pleasure in God, David says, thatis
both full and lasting. I realize that if someone’s not a Christian, that
mightsound pretty strange, or even weird. But if you are one, you
know there’s a kind of joy that runs so deep, it can be experienced
regardless of whatever’s going oninourlives, evenin the midst of
our suffering.

St. Peter’sis an Anglican church. What does that mean? Anglican
means “Of England,” and the Anglican Church is a global com-
munion spreading across 164 countries around the world.
Anglicanism is also often explained as a tradition composed of
“three streams:” Evangelical, Spirit-led, and Ancient. Sadly,
“evangelical” has become ahighly politicized word. When we
say evangelical, we simply mean accepting Jesus’ teachingon
the urgeney to believe in him, along with a high view of the Bible’s
trustworthiness and goodness.

To saywe're “Spirit-led” is to say we value the ongoingrole of the
Holy Spirit in the Christian life, in ways that may seem more subtle
andinvisible, and still others that might be more supernatural.
Finally, we're “Ancient” in that ourleadership, worship, and beliefs
stand in continuity with those which Christians have been passing
down for centuries.

Have you decided on a football team? My wife might have gone
to Alabama, ormaybe Auburn. I promise it’s one of the two. Do 1
remind people where my allegiances lay from the pulpit? No way!

What are some of your hopes for St. Peter’s and this community,
specifically? Of course, we want tobless the people of this community
by supporting them in their spiritual needs. Before I arrived, St.
Peter'shad been aplace not only of great teaching, but also emotional
and physical healing. Our hope is to be a church family that
welcomes everyone, especially those wanting to grow in their faith,
have their questions taken seriously, or simply experience healing.

At the same time, we also want to contribute to the common good
of both Mountain Brook and greater Birmingham. A question we’ll
alwaysneed to ask ourselves is this: if we were to magically
disappear from Mountain Brook, would anyone even notice, and if
they did, would they care? My prayeris that our presence here would
be so meaningful, if we indeed disappeared, even someone who's not
aChristianwould say, “It's a shame that church is gone. I might not
have shared their beliefs,but I knowone thing: our citywas better
because of them.” w



