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Defined by the Gospel 
Pastor Bryan White of St. Peter's discusses 

imperfection, full and lasting joy, and wearing 
his hair down to his shoulders. 
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G 
rowing up in Virginia 

Beach, Virginia,attending 

an Episcopal church with 

his parents and sister, 

Bryan White committed his life to Christ 

through the popular YoungLife ministry. 

As early as junior high school, Bryan 

"heard and responded to thegospel.n 

He attended the University of Virginia 

majoring in religious studiesand was 

mentored by none other than the Hev. 

Paul Walker, who had recently arrived 

from downtown Birmingham's Church 

of the Advent. Bryan was ordained in 

2011 in the Anglican Church of North 

America and then moved to Oxford, 

England, to serveatSt. Ebbe's church. 

Fast forward a fewyearsand Father 
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Bryan found himself asActingSenior 

PastoratHopePointeAnglicanChurch 

near Houston where he was serving when 

called to Birmingham to lead Saint Peter's. 

How long have you been serving at St. 

Peter's? I came here in the beginning of 

December after a four-month search for 

their new Senior Pastor. 

Tell us about your family. My wife 

Lauringrewup here in Birmingham and 

owns her own interiordesign and 

renovation company. We have a son, 

Tucker, who just turned one. We're 

obviously biased, but we think he's the 

cutest boy in the world. 

How would you describe St. Peter's? 

We're a people defined bythegospel,or 

as it has been said: the fact that we' re 

more broken and flawed than we ever dared 

believe, and yet at the same time we are more 

loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever 

dared hope. This simply means we're an 

imperfectand yet joyful group of people united 

inourcommon love for Jesus. Something 

unique to St. Peter's is our size. While no church 

size is better than others, we've found being 

under 200 people provides a very strong sense 

of community. It's the reason we use the 

language of "church family." Everyone has a 

meaningful role. We're also blessed with a broad 

age profile,ranging from the very young to a 

portion of people who are in retirement. 

What do you enjoy the most about your role? 

Being a priest allows me to walk with both 

Christian and non-Christian friends through 

the deeper questions of life; the sort\ve think 

ofasour head hits the pillow at night: "ls 

there really a purpose to my life? What really 

matters? Docs God actually exist?" Christianity 

has a lot to say about these questions, and more. 

What is the hardest p art about being a priest? 

o one'sjobis easy.l dothink,though, that 

clergy face a unique challenge ofknowingjust 

how much suffering people go through, private­

ly. Whereverwego, whether it be a restaurant 

or movie theater, we're conscious that a number 

of the people there could be in them iddle of 

serious health problems, strained marriages, 

addictions, financial issues,or other hard­

ships they might never tell their friends about. 

Walking in that knowledge can be hard, but it's 

also a privilege to be invited intosomeofthe 

most tender areas of parishioners' lives. 

You lived in Oxford, England, for two years, 

serving with college students at a local church. 

What was that like? A lot of people think the 

higher you go in the ivory tower, the less likely 

you are to find Bible-believing Christians. 

While that maybe true in some places, I was 

surprised to discover the numberofChristian 

professors and students at Oxford, one of t he 

most academically rigorous universities in t he 

world. These were thoughtf ul people persuaded 

of Christianity's truthfulnessand goodness. 

What are some things you enjoy about being in 

Mountain Brook? My wife and I have loved how 

friendly people are. We like to e at dinner in 

Crest line Village and push our son around in 

his stroller afterward. Everywhere we go, 

people are so kind and quick to strike up a 

conversation. Wealsolove Mountain Brook's 

natural beauty. The trees and rolling hills are 

gorgeous, and looking off the hi II where we live 

makes me feel like I'm back in Charlottesville, 

Virginia, one of my favorite places. 




