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Timothy Wall Update: 
John Bacon and family

We are currently witnessing 
Satan’s multi-faceted strategy to 
destroy the family in Western civi-
lization, and he has been highly ef-
fective. “For this reason, I bow my 
knees before the Father, from whom 
every fatherhood in heaven and on 
earth is named.” (Ephesians 3:14)

As the Church is the household 
of God, so families are designed to 
be sacred reflections of God’s family 
composed by God’s redeeming love. 
Please pray that my family would be 
ruled by the peace of King Jesus, the 
love of the Father, and the unity of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Please pray that we would pro-
claim the Gospel as a family in the 
midst of our brokenness—for we 
have this treasure in jars of clay—
and that we would invite people into 
God’s household. Pray that we would 
live by the sacraments and order of 
his house rather than the destructive 
patterns of this world.

This fall we will continue out-
reach while focusing more on pre-
paring to plant the church. Please 
join us as we pray about which side 
of the bridge we plant on. A church 
building might rent us space, which 
would be a great blessing but would 
also bring new responsibilities.

I will be in Birmingham the 
week of Sept. 24. During that time, 
I would love to share more stories 
face-to-face, as well as report on the 
opportunities and challenges that we 
are facing. 

Blessings,
Father John Bacon +

Farewell address from Pastor Mark

I say thank you, so much.
Birmingham, AL is one of the 

most wonderful places I’ve been. 
I’ve lived in Europe for many years, 
as well as many places in the US. 
I’ve also visited several other locales 
during my military career and in my 
ministry, so I have a few points for 
comparison. The cultural sophistica-
tion in this community is delightful. 
Jani and I have so enjoyed the sym-
phony and the art museum. I am 
especially grateful for the many out-
door activities so close by, and I’ve 
been able to get back into one of my 
passions of the past, hiking.

Another delight during this time 
at St. Peter’s has been the relocation 
of my daughter Grace and her hus-
band Justin. Their first child Aidan 
(Jani’s and my fourth grandchild) 
was born here, as will their second 
child later this year.

The parish I’m going to, St. 
Paul’s Tuscaloosa, is in trouble and 
I will essentially be doing a replant. 
Bringing churches and other organi-
zations from a place of crisis to that 
of health and stability is something 

with which I have a good deal of ex-
perience. The folks at St. Paul’s, the 
diocese, and the vestry at St. Peter’s 
are firmly committed to the idea that 
there needs to be a strong, evangeli-
cal Anglican presence in Tuscaloosa, 
especially as that is the home of the 
University of Alabama. Part of my 
duties in this new position will in-
clude serving as the Anglican chap-
lain to the University.

For various reasons Jani and I 
will continue to live in Hoover for 
the time being, so for now I will be 
commuting to Tuscaloosa some days 
and staying in a parishioner’s guest 
quarters on others.

Thank you St. Peter’s for your 
support: your generous giving, your 
many hours of hard work, and, most 
especially, your prayers. Please do 
continue praying for Jani and me.

I leave behind me a church that 
is strong, stable, and equipped for 
growth. May my successor be bless-
ed with much grace to lead St. Peter’s 
into stronger Gospel witness. May 
Christ be glorified.

In Christ,
Pastor Mark 
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Pastor Mark, Bishop Frank Lyons, Pastor Kevin Cook, and Deacon Kyle DeBoer at Pastor 
Kevin’s ordination in May. Photo courtesy of Kevin Cook.  
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St. Peter’s children learn to adventure 
with Jesus at Rollin’ River Rampage VBS

Rebekah DeBoer
Children’s Minister

What a wonderful week we had 
at Rolling River Rampage VBS! We 
had 41 rafters from preK-3 through 
4th grade spend the week with us. 
They found adventure, acceptance, 
joy, and rest on the river through dif-
ferent Bible stories about Jesus. They 
learned about Jesus calling the dis-
ciples, accepting Mary and Martha, 
walking with Zacchaeus, and sharing 
the last supper with his disciples.  

During the missions rotation 
the kids did hands-on activities to 
learn about ripples of kindness. We 
learned about rural Tanzania, the 
problem of contaminated water, and 
the blessing a well can give a com-
munity. Through our rafters’ efforts 
and contributions from the congre-
gation we raised over $780 for Water 

for Tanzania! We are so proud of the 
kids and their work to help others.  

We also sang and danced with 
our music team and enjoyed fun skits 
with our rafting captain and Romp-
er the river otter. We had themed 
snacks, active games in recreation, 
and fun projects in craft time. A gen-
erous donor donated a special treat 
- a NOLA ice snow cone truck – as a 
final celebration of our great week. 

Words cannot express our grati-
tude to everyone who prayed, volun-
teered, and helped make this week 
possible. We had a staff and volunteer 
crew of 28 adults and youth from our 
church who served selflessly. What a 
blessing! We are confident our kids 
had a fun week and left knowing 
more about how God loves them and 
how the church loves them.  
“When you pass through the waters, I 

will be with you.” Isaiah 43:2

Children and volunteers praised Jesus together at VBS this week. The kids loved the 
songs and motions from the music team. Photo by Katherine Ladd. 



“Dear St. Peter’s” 
Farewell address 
from Pastor Mark

Rev. Dr. Mark Quay
Rector

Well, this is it: My last Sunday 
with you as your Rector. It hardly 
seems possible that Janie and I ar-
rived here in Birmingham six years 
ago. The time has gone by so fast!

Traditionally, a farewell letter al-
lows the minister to brag a bit about 
his accomplishments, so here goes.

I came to St. Peter’s with five 
goals: 1.) Make our physical plant 
neat, clean, and accessible;

2.)  Strengthen the teaching and 
preaching ministry, ensuring it is 
based on solid Biblical exegesis;

3.)  Develop excellent children’s
4.) And youth ministries, with 

well-trained, dedicated leadership 
and programs which stimulate the 
children and youth, encouraging 

Timothy Wall Update: 
John Bacon and family

Rev. John Bacon
Rector, Apostles by the Sea

Looking back on our first year in 
Panama City Beach, FL., Lauren and 
I are amazed by God’s goodness and 
faithfulness to us. Praise God for the 
special people he leads us to, for the 
relationships he is forming, and for 
the doors he is opening!

Lauren and our boys have been 
making friends through simply doing 
day-to-day life with a love for people 
and a heart to serve Christ. Through 
the neighborhood pool and commu-
nity park, they have made friends 
with other mothers and young chil-
dren. One of those families has be-

gun worshiping with us at Apostles 
By-the-Sea. They are a huge blessing 
to us, and they have already begun 
inviting others into the church and 
have been providing Lauren with op-
portunities to meet other mothers, 
many of whom are internationals.

We are meeting a lot of families 
who are not being discipled well, 
either because they are totally un-
churched or because their current 
church attracts people well but does 
not guide them in sacramental wor-
ship or daily discipleship. Panama 
City Beach is not exempt from the 
national epidemic of drug abuse, sex-
ual devastation, and teen suicide, so 
the high school here has invited me 
to begin speaking at their Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes meetings.

This is an opportunity to pro-
claim the Gospel to both students 

them to grow in their faith; and
5.) A worship ministry which 

leads St. Peter’s into the presence of 
God and which is consistent to our 
Three-Streams culture.

The first four of these goals have 
been met and the fifth is coming 
along quite nicely.

In addition, not long after I ar-
rived at St. Peter’s, I met and fell in 
love with the many Beeson students 
and their families at our parish. I was 
determined to create a seminary in-
ternship program that was second to 

none. Since then, eight of our elev-
en Timothies—those who entered 
into ordained ministry from this 
church—have been a part of that 
program. Faculty and administrators 
from Beeson and other seminaries, 
and the leadership of our Diocese 
and our denomination, all say that 
our program is the best they know.

All of these successes would be 
impossible without the help of many 
of you in this parish. To them, and 
especially to my hard-working staff, 
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John baptizing his youngest son, Patrick.

and teachers, as well as to potentially 
disciple the youth workers that I will 
work with there. Because of my work 
as a police chaplain, I have also been 
made a chaplain for Gulf Coast State 
College and FSU Panama City.
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Kay Alton

Striding into our sitting room, 
looking at me, Bob said, “I am not 
ready for this to be over. I want more 
time with you.”

Reacting with dread, I responded 
saying that I agree and that this isn’t 
happening. Within weeks, I found him 
rising in bed with arms and eyes lifted 
to heaven and a look of awe on his face. 
Cradled in my arms, and in the Holy 
Spirit through whom he had lived, he 
left this earthly realm worshiping our 
Heavenly Father.

Immediately, the greatest peace I 
know descended, enveloping me and 
my beloved. Praise and thanksgiving 
for the love that he gave me our fifty 
years together arose to my lips in a lita-
ny.  God gave me a song.

While saying goodbye that night, 
God reminded me that this was Bob’s 
homecoming. My life continued. He led 
me to renounce that debilitating grief 
that crippled me.  I cried continuously 
for months, but in His mercy, our Lord 
set me free with the truth that grief and 
self-pity are not the same. My missing 
Bob had kept me in a dark place of self-
pity until the Lord set me free, drying 
up my weeping.

Three weeks after Bob’s ascension 
to heaven, with faith opening my heart, 
surprised one day, I heard my Bob say-
ing to me, “Honey, we have been one 

Notes of praise: 
sorrow to joy

Pastor search news
Steve Still

Rector Search Committee

The Rector Search Committee 
was appointed by the vestry in ear-
ly May, and its members (Kyle De-
Boer, Brandi Dixon, Judy Shelton, 
Steve Still, and Ron Wolff) have 
been meeting weekly since. 

ACNA and ADOTS have pro-
vided helpful guidance and back-
ground info for the search, and the 
committee has worked closely with 
Canon Greg Goebel of ADOTS and 
will continue to during the search.  

We are currently receiving ap-
plications and plan to review them 
on a rolling basis, as applications 
may continue to come in for awhile. 

After examining the candi-
dates and spending prayerful time 
in discernment, with the Spirit’s 
guidance the committee will make 
its recommendation to the vestry. 
Then the vestry, with the bishop’s 
consent, will prayerfully appoint 
the new rector. 

It is uncertain how long the 
search process will last. We antici-
pate three months to be the short-
est  timeframe and six months to 
be ideal, but only the Lord knows. 

Additionally, only God knows 
who the ideal candidate is. We 
welcome recommendations, ques-
tions, and comments from parish-
ioners, and encourage you to pray. 
We are deeply grateful for your 
prayers. They are a fundamental.

Pray for the next rector. Pray 
that God will be working in him  
now. Pray for patience for St. Pe-
ter’s and God’s perfect timing. 
Pray for unity, time management, 
and discernment as the committee 
reads  applications, listens to ser-
mons, and begins interviews. May 
God give us “the mind of Christ” 
throughout this process. 

for a very long time and that has not 
ended because I am now in another 
place.” What comfort this indescribable 
gift brought to my aching heart!

As the first anniversary of Bob’s 
death came, I was staying in the hospi-
tal with my precious little Mama. She 
too entered heaven three days later.

My strength is increased as I give 
in ways that the Holy Spirit guides: to 
pour out my life into the needs around 
me. Dwelling unduly on my loss di-
minishes this journey and my hope of 
a great heavenly reunion.

Recently, while praying, God gave 
me a picture of Jesus and Bob standing 
side by side. Suddenly, I was with them 
and both embraced me. With uplifted 
hands joined, we three were in a circu-
lar dance that I have seen in pictures of 
Jewish praise celebrations before God. I 
cannot tell you how good that hug felt. 
It continues to comfort me.

Turning to the Spirit for guidance, 
comfort, and direction, God has freely 
given to me all I needed these last 20 
months. I prayed, “How shall I live?” In 
God’s power and grace, I live surround-
ed by His people, continuing in faithful 
communion with His saints in Sunday 
worship, the ministry of prayer, and 
helping others.

As we have done together, I am 
spending time every morning reading 
His word and looking for His presence 
day by day. He sends all that I need and 
comforts me daily with friends and the 
prayers of others.

In February the Holy Spirit spoke 
to me, and I know for all of us at St. 
Peter’s that He wanted to replace our 
garment of heaviness with a garment 
of praise. This continues in the night 
hours and all day to bring me into His 
presence and out of my grief.

Although I still ache for my loss, I 
celebrate the sure knowledge that Bob 
waits for me in heaven with a healed 
body and the presence of God all 
around him. Through the years, I have 
asked Christian widows if God’s grace 
was sufficient after the loss of their 
loved ones. Now I know and share with 
you that the answer is a resounding 
YES. Thanks be to God.

Kay Alton
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