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Life Together
“The vision of the Church is to be a community called by God to make disciples of all people,        

growing in faith and spiritual maturity, and transforming the world around us.”

This quote is taken directly from the church’s vision statement on our St. Peter’s website. The very primary 
role of the church, the defining noun, is community. We are a community... called by God... to a purpose. But 
that purpose, that mission - whether it be to make disciples, to worship and glorify God, to grow in faith, or to 
impact the world around us - the whole mission and 
purpose of the church cannot be realized outside of 
the understanding that we are a community. It can’t 
be done alone. Christianity is not an individual faith.

The church, at its very core, is communal. Christianity 
is corporate, not individual. We protestants focus 
so much on having a “personal relationship with 
Jesus” (which of course we should have!). But we 
must also remember that our personal relationship 
with Jesus is part of a greater relationship between 
Christ and the Church, His bride. 

The Christian faith is always to be practiced, 
lived, grown, and sustained in community. That 
can sometimes be tough, and it always takes 
intentionality.

As you read through this newsletter, ask yourself 
“how am I being intentional in this community called 
the church?” Reflect on the investment you are 
making in doing life together with other believers, 
this community called by God to the mission of 
making disciples, growing in faith, and transforming the world. There are so many opportunitites to “do life 
together” in this community - worship services, bible studies, discipleship classes, prayer groups, service 
opportunities, fellowship events, etc. Where are you plugged into the life of the church? Are you doing life 
together with fellow believers? Perhaps the Lord may be calling you to take those next steps in your faith 
journey.

Pastor Kevin Cook



A Novice Mother by Rebekah DeBoer
“I literally learn as I go...every time.” This recent text to a fellow mom demonstrates how some parts of 
motherhood make me feel like I’m winging it, even three kids in. Five years ago I held my first child. If you 
had asked me then if the other moms at our church felt just as new-at-this as I did, I would have likely 
laughed and given examples about how those moms clearly had it all together as they brought their two to 
four children along with them every Sunday. I mean, their kids could hold up their own heads, sit, speak, 
and smile -- they’d clearly arrived as mothers. The incredibly lovable and completely dependent baby I held 
in my arms didn’t really even know I existed. 

While most mothers in this church have more experience than I do and I have a little more experience than 
a few, I’m realizing we’re all still new at this. None of us has done this day before. While I have had a two 
year old and baby before, I’ve never done that with a preschooler. We’ve had first-hand experience with 
potty training, nap transitions, introducing solids, or navigating preschool, but never with this child or his 
personality or this set of circumstances.  For the mother I see across the sanctuary, she has been where 
I am now, but maybe she’s not yet navigated the teenage years or taught that child how to drive (Lord, 

have mercy). At each of my boys’ individual ages 
and stages, I’m their novice mother. For your child, 
whether your first or your fifth, so are you.

In her book The Next Right Thing, Emily P. Freeman 
includes a chapter about being a beginner. She 
points out how we often celebrate new seasons of 
hope and life and look forward to various changes 
or stages in life. And yet, she says, “we often don’t 
give ourselves permission to be new within [those 
stages and seasons]. Instead, we want to rush 
ahead to mastery.” As we make daily decisions, 
perhaps we focus on looking like or attempting to 
be a master mother instead of humbly accepting 
that we are beginners. In accepting our place as a 
beginner, we submit to the teaching and guidance 
of our ultimate master who knows what it’s like to 
care for and love finicky and fickle people.

We have the awesome and weighty privilege 
of being love to our children. We will never get it 
completely right (we are beginners and sinners after 
all). But we have a wealth of help available to us in 

this church from faithful mothers who are a year or two or fifty further down the motherhood road than we 
are. And we have a God who tells us what is most important -- to seek first his kingdom and righteousness, 
to love God and love our neighbor. We have a God who showed us that being a loving and humble servant 
means being willing to do dirty jobs like washing feet (and oh how motherhood offers ample opportunity to 
practice dirty jobs). We have a God who loves our children more than we do -- it’s hard to imagine.

As we approach Mother’s Day this month, let’s rejoice in each new day we can practice being beginners. 
Let us lay aside the striving for successful motherhood and pick up the practice of relying on God to 
grow our hearts and our children’s to be more like him. As St. Peter’s mothers, let’s collectively commit 
to admitting our status as novices and work together towards the next right act of love and service in our 
homes. Though I fear I may never recover from “mom brain” or consistently call a child by the right name 
on the first try, I pray and hope that my children and yours will always know and remember that we love 
them and God loves them. That is a strive-worthy aspiration.



Spring Retreat Recap

It is always a treat to spend a weekend away with friends, especially when that weekend also includes 
worship, rest, and spiritual formation. I’m so thankful the youth were able to do just that together in early 
April! This year is the first year we have done a two night retreat for our youth, instead of a one night or 
one day retreat. Having the extra night was just what we needed to really make the most of our weekend 
together and draw near to the Lord in even deeper ways. We even had a “no cellphone” policy for the 
weekend! So refreshing.  

On Friday night our twelve students and five adult leaders left Birmingham together and made the roughly 
two hour trip to Lake Martin, playing silly car games all along the way. After sharing dinner together when 
we got there, we had our opening lesson for the weekend: Trusting God – a lesson on Abraham. We ended 
the night with some friendly competition in a group game.  

All of our lessons for the weekend were centered around the theme of encountering God face to face. We 
looked at stories of various people and groups throughout the whole Bible who encountered God very 
powerfully and knew him very deeply, from Abraham to the apostles.  

Saturday included some much needed lake time! Fishing, swimming, and boating, volleyball, spikeball, 
and more. We spent the day enjoying God’s creation and time together, with more lessons on encountering 
God. We ended every lesson with time for private prayer and reflection, listening to God in the quietness.  

That night we had a campfire, roasting marshmallows for s’mores, and played more competitive group 
games! Then Sunday morning we ended our time by worshipping the Lord together in a full Sunday service, 
the beautiful lake in the background.  

All in all it was such a fun and edifying weekend together! We are already excited for the next retreat in the 
fall. Thank you so much to everyone who participated, volunteered, or contributed to this retreat! Our youth 
ministry would not be the same without you and we are so grateful.

Anna Russell
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The Family Life Team is always wanting to know how we can better serve our church families. If there’s 
anything we can do to serve you parents, your children, or your families, please e-mail me at FamilyLife@
stpetersbhm.org.

May 3 6:00PM  Bonfire + Movie Night: Incredibles 2

May 4  Family Promise Service Day

May 5 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM  YG: Roaming Gnomes

May 12 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM  Youth Group

May 19 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM  YG: Semester End Party

May 26 5:45 PM - 8:00 PM  YG: Game Night

Save the DateS
May 12  Mother’s Day

June 24-27  Vaction Bible School

July 20  Youth Lake Day!

May 2019

Register for VBS 2019 online at
http://www.stpetersbhm.org/vbs2019


